EARLT TRAVELS ABROAD                                XIX
their daughter, Margaret, to William Thomson in 1852; while James owed much of the encouragement he received for his early inventions to her father's and brother's kindly interest.
In 1840 James Thomson took his degree of-M.A. with honours in Mathematics and Natural Philosophy. In the holidays of 1839 and 1840, their father had taken the young family to the Continent, spending some time in London en route. They thus gained some acquaintance with the French and German languages, and with the general culture, manners and customs of foreign nations. The diaries kept by James show the keen interest they took in all they saw. Mechanical inventions and appliances especially interested them.
They also much enjoyed going to the theatres with their father's friends, and visiting museums, galleries and exhibitions. Macready in Henry V made a lasting impression on them; Robert Bintoul (the son of their father's friend, Mr Rintoul,- Editor of the Spectator) took the young people to this performance. Another friend of their father, Mr Knowles, of the same family as Sir James Knowles, the late Editor of the Nineteenth-Century Magazine, is also mentioned in the diary.
The greater part of the first year's visit was spent by th'e boys in Paris, while their father went with his two daughters'' to Switzerland. The next year they all went to Germany, sailing up the Rhine through Holland. While they were staying in Bonn in June 1840, Professor Nichol* and his family joined them. He took James and William for a three days' geological tour among the hills. At Kb'nigswinter they were joined by all the rest of the party. The Drachenfels, and especially the sail up the Rhine to Nonnenwerth by moonlight, made a strong impression on this company of happy young people. This is how one .of them, John Nicholf, wrote about it in after years:
"' It was upon a tranced summer night' that we sailed round the comer of the Rhine which reveals the Siebengebirge, and came gliding into the island of Nonnenwerth. Clear and calm and fair the memory of that night comes back to me from-over all the years. One by one the peaks appeared, and stood grandly above the quiet stream, in the grey light which soon faded away
* John Pringle Nichol, Professor of Astronomy in the University of Glasgow, 1836—59. .                                                                                      .              ,
f John Nichol, Professor of English Language and Literature at the University of Glasgow, 1862—89.                          . . '.''.'